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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 1184 OF 2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

NEWS ITEM TITLED “BIHAR RAMPANT ILLEGAL SAND
MINING THREATENS GANGETIC RIVER DOLPHINS IN
GAGA TRIBUTARIES” APPEARING IN NEWS CLICK
DATED 02.09.2024

REPLY ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 6,
DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND GEOLOGY,
GOVERNMENT OF BIHAR

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

1. The instant Reply is being filed on behalf of Respondent No.
6, i.e., Department of Mines and Geology, Government of
Bihar (“answering Respondent”) in compliance of Order
dated 03.01.2025 passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal in the

present OA.

2. Notably, the present OA has been instituted by this Hon’ble
Tribunal taking suo moto cognizance of a news item titled
“Bihar Rampant Illegal Sand Mining Threatens Gangetic
River Dolphins in Ganga Tributaries” appearing in News Click

dated 02.09.2024, inter alia, raising the following issues:
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A

1. Illegal sand mining in the Ganga riverbed,

ii. Illegal sand mining in the riverbed of River Ganga’s
tributaries i.e., Gandak, Ghaghra, Mahananda, Parman,
and Kosi, and

ii1. Impact of the illegal sand mining on the ecology,

morphology, and natural flow of the river Ganga.

3. Accordingly, this Hon’ble Tribunal, on 03.01.2025, was

pleased to direct the answering Respondent to be impleaded
as a party to the present OA owing to the nature of issue

involved.

. At the outset it is stated that the answering Respondent has

been taking all possible steps to prevent illegal sand mining,
transportation of illegally mined sand, and illegal storage of
mined minerals and/or sand within the State of Bihar. The
State of Bihar has been continuously conducting various
raids and surprise inspections to monitor and prevent illegal

sand mining activities within the State.

Preventive Measures

. It 1s submitted that the answering Respondent, with a view

to deter the persons indulging in illegal sand mining, have

brought about an amendment to the Bihar Minerals
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(Concession, Prevention of Illegal Mining, Transportation
& Storage) Rules, 2019 (“2019 Rules”) vide gazette
notification dated 03.12.2024. The said amendment has
given effect to enhanced compounding fee and rate of fine
with respect to illegal mining/transportation of minerals. A
web copy of the State Gazette Notification dated 03.12.2024

1s annexed herewith and marked as Annexure R-6/1.

. In order to continuously implement the 2019 Rules, regular
raids, inspections and checks are conducted on every route
that may be used for sand mining purposes and legal action
1s being taken against the persons/vehicles that are found
operating without valid documents and/or carrying excess
quantity of minerals in terms of the prescribed limits for the

concerned vehicle.

Further, the State Government has also constituted a Mining

Task Force at the State, Division and District levels to

ensure all mining activities are carried out in terms of the
mining lease, and to take appropriate action against illegal
mining, illegal transportation, over-loading, hoarding and

black marketing of minor minerals.
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Additionally, the answering Respondent has also
established a 24x7 control and command center to monitor
the sand mining from sanctioned sand ghats through CCTV

cameras.

It is submitted that the State has made it mandatory for
vehicles carrying minerals to be painted with a specific
colour (Signal Red) w.e.f. 01.07.2024 so that vehicles
carrying the mineral can be identified from a distance and

illegal transportation can be controlled.

It is stated that check posts equipped with CCTV cameras
on major routes of sand mining/transportation are in the
process of being established to get intensive checking of
vehicles by officials of the answering Respondent and
police.

Deterrent Measures

. It is stated that the river Ganga passes through 12 districts

within the State of Bihar which are as follows:

1. Buxar
1. Bhojpur
iil. Saran
iv. Patna
v. Vaishali

vi. Samastipur



Vil.
Viii.

iX.

Xi.

Xii.

Begusarai
Lakhisarai
Munger
Khagaria
Bhagalpur
Katihar

12. The following table lists the details with respect to 10

districts within the State on the deterrent and preventive

action taken.

District Year Raids FIR(s) | Vehicles | Minerals | Recovery of
Mining Office conducted | registered | seized seized penalty (Rs.)
(DMO) (cu. ft.) (in Lakhs)
Buxar 2023-24 959 20 346 214225 605.84
(sand)
7800
(stone)
2024-25 1046 09 288 76731 403.39
(sand)
2650
(stone)
Patna 2023-24 734 306 1501 1049215 1838.93
2024-25 1106 270 1022 643371 937.84
Vaishali 2024-25 1486 39 156 37909 209.05
Samastipur 2024-25 507 19 108 21574.57 78.47
Begusarai 2023-24 552 20 234 34570 258.71
2024-25 649 23 170 21140 166.41
Lakhisarai 2023-24 656 65 636 173665 687.28
2024-25 974 137 285 70713 348.82
Munger 2023-24 318 22 255 82350 323.77
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2024-25 909 990 208 111683 281.91

Khagaria 2023-24 462 19 253 61800 207.25
2024-25 790 07 91 19350 84.81

Bhagalpur 2023-24 1826 105 1075 209784 1401.4

2024-25 1116 89 685 164810 855.00

Katihar 2023-24 474 04 199 71752 259.78

2024-25 513 04 212 55348 323.70

13. The following table lists the details with respect to districts
within the State on the deterrent and preventive action

taken, in furtherance to the above.

District Year Raids FIR(s) Vehicles | Arrests | Recovery of
Mining conducted | registered | seized made penalty
Office (Rs.)
(DMO) (in Lakhs)
Bhojpur 2023-24 1840 297 1887 165 4377.93
2024-25 1661 251 1057 115 2266.44
(till
11.03.2025)
Saran 2023-24 1231 777 2163 806 3980.92
2024-25 1076 623 1124 597 1737.40
Begusarai 2023-24 552 20 234 08 258.71
2024-25 649 23 170 03 166.41

Copies of the respective reports pertaining to the above-
cited 12 districts are annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure R-6/2.
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It is further submitted that the Home Department,
Government of Bihar, Patna has also been requested to
deploy additional police force in areas deemed difficult to
access or ‘inaccessible’ areas for providing effective action.
The answering Respondent, noting that there is a
requirement to constitute its own task force in the nature of
a police force, is in process of creating its own dedicated
‘Special Mining Police Force’ for effective implementation
of the 2019 Rules.

Sustainability Measures
It is stated that the answering Respondent’s, as well as the

State’s, primary focus is to target instances of (i) illegal
mining, (i1) transportation of illegally mined minerals, and

(111) storage of illegally mined minerals.

With a view to provide alternate and legal sources of sand,
the State has provided the facility of ‘sand ghats’ around the
ganga river. In the areas (within a district) where sand ghats
are not yet available, and hence may be vulnerable, the
Mining Development Officer (MDO) and Mining Inspector
conduct regular raids to prevent any potential illegal sand-
mining. One such district is Katihar, wherein, as per the
District Survey Report (DSR), at present, there is no sand

ghat created.
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In the district of Buxar, a total of 45 sand ghats have been
proposed for auction, which is also evidenced by Letter no.
301 dated 09.04.2025 issued by the MDO, Buxar. However,
at present, the above-mentioned sand ghats have not been
awarded to anyone. Moreover, in the district of Buxar, 6
FIRs were registered in 2023-24, and 3 FIRs in 2024-25.
Hence, it may be noted that the answering Respondent is
cognizant of the action to be taken and is continuously in

attempt to prevent and curb the illegal sand mining.

In the district of Khagaria, as per the DSR, at present, there
1s no sand ghat created, which is also evidenced by Letter
no. 155 dated 09.04.2025 issued by the MDO, Khagaria.
However, in like manner of Katihar, the MDO and Mining
Inspector conduct regular raids to prevent any potential

illegal sand-mining.

The answering Respondent has been developing a next
generation Mining Management Software in collaboration
with National Informatics Center (NIC) by incorporating
latest technologies and good industry practice. The above-

quoted software is being adopted across the country in the
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mining sector for delivery of services which aims at the

following:

1.

11.

1il.

1v.

Integrated web mobile technology as enabled for
transparency.

Dashboards for all stakeholders along with alerts
generated for smooth operations.

Integration with Central mParivahan (MoRTH) Portal to
ensure that the vehicle details are verified before 1ssuing
e-challan.

Departmental Officers and general public would also be
able to verify details of e-challan through the
“KhananSoft” Portal developed by NIC.

The software will be integrated with VLTS (Vehicle
Location Tracking System) to track vehicles. The route
chart will also be digitized to track deviations in the route

and generate alerts accordingly.

In view of the measures taken elaborated hereinabove, it is

most respectfully submitted that the answering Respondent

and its officials have been duly discharging their duties and

are taking the issue of illegal sand mining, particularly in

and around the Ganga river, very seriously to protect the

natural environment and ecology of the Ganga river. It is
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further submitted that the measures detailed hereinabove
depict that the answering Respondent have taken various
steps to curb the menace of illegal sand mining, even in the

absence of a Court issued specific direction.

21. The answering Respondent most humbly reserves its rights
to file an additional Affidavit/ Report, as and when

directed by this Hon’ble Tribunal.

22. The above-quoted information has been provided by the

answering Respondent bornafide.
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Annexure R-6/1

Agter gEar 10&H0-40

13 3TIUSRIOT 1946 (2M0)
(0 9cHAT 1146) U<HI, guaIR, 4 f@3=a<T 2024

QN U9 Yo fawurT
RIEGCR]
3 feawax 2024
Wo yo—II/3@g W30 /22—5142—@ Ud dd fA9WT, fIgR, e @1 ifeRgaen
H@—4374, faATH—16.10.2024 &1 F=forRad SHSH o/are, fIER T=Ue & WREGR | Tdg gwi
THIRIT fhar Sl & & S AR |iAas & FJeoe 348 & WUS (3) & IMEM 3fUSH Wl H IHDT

HII%IC‘{)CI qra eIl ST |

Notification
The 3" December 2024
No.-Pra-11/Avaidh Khanan-30/22-5142/M.—In exercise of the powers conferred
under section 15 read with section 23 C of the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957, the Governor of Bihar hereby pleased to make the following Rules
regarding the Bihar Minerals (Concession, Prevention of Illegal Mining, Transportation
and Storage) Rules, 2019:-

1. Short title, extent and commencement:- (1) These rules shall be called the Bihar
Minerals (Concession, Prevention of Illegal Mining, Transportation and Storage)
(Amendment) Rules, 2024.

(2) It shall extend to the whole of the State of Bihar.
(3) It shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official
Gazette.
2. Rule- 17 (4) shall be substituted as follows:-
(4) Approval and submission of Mining Plan:-
(1) The mining plan may be prepared by the State Government through an
agency authorised by the State Government or an officer authorised by
the Department or the mineral concession holder, in which assistance
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may be taken by the above three in preparation of the mining plan from
a recognised qualified person/institution.

(i) In case the settlee prepares the mining plan, the settlee shall submit the
mining plan to the Department for approval within maximum 15
(fifteen) days of issuance of the In Principal Sanction Order (LOI).

(ii1) In case of non submission of the mining plan within the stipulated time,
the settlee shall be imposed a penalty of Rs. 1,00,000/- for the first one
week of delay, Rs. 2,00,000/- for the next one week and 0.5% of the
highest bid for the next two weeks of delay. In case the imposed penalty
is not deposited, the amount of the penalty shall be deducted from the
security deposit. Even after this, if the settlee does not submit the
mining plan/application for environmental clearance, the Collector shall
cancel the LOI and forfeit the security amount after serving a show
cause notice to the settlee.

(iv) The committee constituted by the Department/authorized educational
institution will approve/reject the submitted mining plan within one
week on receipt of the same. The reasons for rejection will be clearly
mentioned, so that the concerned can submit the mining plan again
within the next 15 days.

(v) If the Government finds it appropriate, before the e-auction of the
mining lease, the State Government may authorize any agency or any
officer not below the rank of Assistant Director to prepare the mining
plan in their favour as per the prevailing environmental provisions. The
said approved mining plan for the concerned mining lease may be
transferred in favour of the highest bidder selected in the e-auction. The
expenses and fees incurred in preparation of the mining plan will be
recovered from the concerned mineral concession holder/ settlee.

Rule-18 (2) shall be substituted by the following:-
18 (2)Environmental Clearance-(i) All mineral Concession holders or agency
authorized by the Government or an Officer authorized by the Department shall
obtain prior environmental clearance within the prescribed time limit and comply
with the rules as per the prevailing Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Notification, orders of Pollution Control Board and latest instructions issued by the
Competent Authority of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Government of India and as per the provisions of the Environment Protection Act.
Provided that before e-auction of mining lease, the State Government may
authorize any agency or any officer not below the rank of Assistant Director to
obtain environmental clearance in its favour as per prevailing environmental rules.
The said environmental clearance for the concerned mining lease shall be
transferred in favour of the highest bidder selected in the e-auction. The
expenditure incurred in obtaining environmental clearance (including fees) shall be
recovered from the concerned mineral concession holder/settlee.

(i) In case the settlee obtains environmental clearance, the
proposal/application for Terms of Reference (TOR) approval shall be
submitted by him on the Parivesh Portal of State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority ( SEIAA) within maximum 15 (fifteen) working
days of the mining plan approval.

(i) After receiving the in-principle sanction order (LOI), the settlee shall
submit the draft Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) report and the
prescribed fee for public hearing to the Bihar State Pollution Control
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Board within maximum 07 (seven) working days from the end of the
nearest monitoring period (Base Line Data Collection Period) for the
concerned mining lease.

(iv) The settlee shall submit the Final EIA to SEIAA, Bihar within
maximum 07 (seven) working days from the date of issuance of
minutes public hearing for the concerned mining lease.

(v) In order to obtain environmental clearance, required comment shall be
made available to the SEIAA within maximum 15 (Fifteen) working
days by the Department/ concerned Collector.

(vi) The settlee shall submit the application for CTE/CTO to the Bihar State
Pollution Control Board within maximum 07 (seven) working days
from the date of issuance of environmental clearance.

(vii) In case the application for environmental clearance is not submitted to
the competent authority within the stipulated time after approval of
mining plan, a penalty of Rs. 1,00,000/- for the first one week, Rs.
2,00,000/- for the next one week and 0.5% of the highest bid amount
for the next two weeks will be imposed on the settlee. In case the
imposed penalty is not deposited, the amount of penalty will be
deducted from the security deposit. Even after this, if the mining
plan/application for environmental clearance is not submitted, the
Collector shall cancel the LOI after issuing a show cause notice to the
settlee and the security amount will be confiscated.

Rule- 22 (2) (c) shall be substituted as follows:-

22 (2) (¢) -An amount equal to 25 (twenty five) percent of the auction amount as
security which will be refunded after the expiry of the settlement period, if the
mining lease holder is not otherwise defaulter in payment. In case of unsuccessful
bidders the Earnest Money Deposit will be refunded by the Collector within
maximum Ten days.

Rule 28 Execution of lease—A new Proviso shall be added in sub rule (1) as
follows:-

Provided that Within a maximum of 07 (seven) days of receiving the
CTE/CTO, the lessee shall make the payment of first installment along with other
dues and submit the agreement for execution before the District Collector, along
with all statutory clearances.

The District Collector shall execute the agreement within a maximum of 03
(three) days of receiving all the amounts and the agreement with statutory
clearances. Mining work will be allowed after the execution of the agreement.

The lessee shall get the agreement registered within a maximum of 15
(fifteen) days of its execution.

Rule 29A (1) (b) shall be substituted as follows:-

The highest bidder shall deposit 25% of the auction amount (earnest money is
adjustable for this purpose) within 05 working days of the auction and thereafter an
in-principle sanction order (LOI) shall be issued in his favour by the Collector/Any
Officer so authorized by the State Government.

Rule- 29B (1) shall be substituted as follows:-

29B (1)-Payment of Security Deposit- Every settlee of sand as minor mineral
shall deposit an amount equivalent to 25 (twenty five) percent of the auctioned/
tendered amount as security for due observation of the terms and conditions of
settlement which shall be refunded after the expiry of the period of settlement
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Competent Officer (as defined in the Rules) after the expiry of the settlement
period, if the settlee is not otherwise defaulter in payment.

8. Rule 29B (3) shall be substituted as follows:-

Rule-29B (3) Mode of payment of Royalty/Settlement amount-(i) Other than
security deposit, the settlee shall pay the settlement amount as per the following
time table/payment schedule.

Installment Due Date of payment
First installment (50%) (a) Before execution of lease agreement (for
first year)

(b) Sixty days before completion of one
year from the date of execution of lease
agreement during the first year and followed
by same procedure in consecutive years.

Second installment (25%) Before completion of 03 months from the
commencement of each concession year.
Third installment (25%) Before completion of 06 months from the

commencement of each concession year.

At the time of payment of first installment by the settlee in each concession year, post-
dated cheque for the amount of second and third installments shall be deposited before
the concerned Collector/Mining Officer.
29 (G) shall be substituted as follows:-
Removal of Silt- On the written report/recommendation of the Water Resources
Department, for the purpose of maintaining the flow of the river/canal route, the
silt deposited in the river/canals shall be disposed of by the Collector by selecting a
contractor for a fixed period through e-auction. The contractor/highest bidder shall
obtain all the necessary statutory No Objection Certificates (NOC) from the
competent authority and shall dispose of the silt by following the prescribed
procedure of the rules.
Provided that if the working area is forest land/ wildlife protected area

(PA)/ Eco Sensitive zone (ESZ), auction shall be conducted only after obtaining
Forest Clearance, Wildlife Clearance as the case may be and Environmental
Clearance.
Rule-30 (1), (2), (3) and (4) along with heading shall be substituted and a new
sub rule (6) shall be added as follows:-
30- Penalty on settlee in case of breach of terms.-
(1) In case of not installing sign board, not demarcating boundary and in case of

other violations mentioned in the table, following penalty shall be imposed

by the Collector against the settlee-

S1. No. Type of violation Penalty (in Rs.)
1 Not installing sign board 50,000/-
Not demarcating with GIS Map/ Geo 5,00,000/-

Co-ordinates

3 Not sprinkling water 50,000/-

4 Not having adequate lighting 50,000/-
arrangements

5 Not maintaining register of 5,00,000/- for first violation

production/dispatch and Rs. 10,00,000/- for
second violation
6 Not planting trees as per mining plan 50,000/-




19

e TIote (sramamT), 4 fea=T 2024 5

)

3)

4

(i) For mining within the restricted area, penalties shall be imposed under
Section 21 (1) of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act.
Also, action shall be taken to cancel the mining lease.

(i1) In case of mining outside the mining lease area, the quantity of excavated
mineral shall be assessed and the cost of mineral as defined in Rule 56 shall
be recovered by the Collector.

In case of sand mining more than the permissible depth in the mining lease
area, the quantity of excavated sand shall be assessed for the first and second
time and the cost of mineral as defined in Rule 56 shall be recovered by the
Collector from the concerned settlement holder.

Provided that whenever the mineral concession holder is found

involved in such offence under sub-rule-2 (ii) and sub rule 3, for the third
time or more, the settlement of that particular sand ghat may be temporarily
suspended by the Collector for a maximum period of one month until the
violations are rectified and the penalty is deposited. If the violations are not
rectified within the time given by the Collector in this regard, then the
settlement of that particular sand ghat may be suspended for a maximum
period of 03 months after giving the settlement holder an opportunity of
being heard. No claim for compensation shall be accepted during the period
of suspension. Thereafter, if the violation is not rectified or the penalty is not
deposited, action for cancellation of mineral concession shall be taken by the
Collector.
Transportation of minor minerals shall be carried out only in covered
vehicles painted in a specific colour and wet sand shall not be loaded in the
vehicles. In case Minor mineral is transported without being specifically
coloured, wet sand or uncovered and tampering/switching off the GPS
device, following penalties may be imposed-

SL

No.

Subject Fine (in Rs.)

On Transportation of uncovered
minor mineral

Tractor

5,000/-

Other heavy
vehicles

25,000/-

On transporting wet sand

Tractor

5,000/-

Other heavy
vehicles

25,000/-

On issuance of challan for a
vehicle painted without the
specific colour

for first time
violation

1,00,000/-

For second time violation action will
be taken as per rules considering

illegal mining/dispatch.

On tampering or switching off the
GPS device installed in the
vehicle during sand

Tractor

20,000/-

For other heavy
vehicles

1,00,000/-

transportation.

(6)

In case the settlee encourages illegal transportation of minerals (In case
of loading more quantity than the valid challan), penalty of Rs. 5,00,000/-
(Rs. Five lakh) (on each vehicle) for the first time and Rs. 10,00,000/-
(Rs. Ten Lakh) from the second time onwards (on each vehicle) may be
imposed.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

A new proviso shall be added in sub rule (1) of rule 33 Grant of Quarrying
Permits as follows:-.

No royalty shall be levied for non-commercial use of ordinary earth.

For commercial use of mining/dispatch of ordinary earth, commercial
license has to be obtained by following the prescribed procedure, for which online
application in the prescribed form will be mandatory to apply and the officer
authorized by Department shall grant the approval within 05 (five) working days
after deposit of advance royalty.

After rule 37 (3), the following new sub-rule 37(4) shall be added as follows: -

37 (4)-Mineral Disposal Permit to be given for removal of the Dhush/Sand
mixed soil required to convert the raiyat land into agricultural land-
Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, in rivers other than Son, Kiul,
Falgu, Morhar, Chanan and Ganga, where minor minerals/sandy soil is found in
the raiyati land, outside the radius of 03 km (Aerial Distance) from the river bank,
the Collector, after verification by the Circle Officer, may grant a permit to remove
and use any minor mineral/sandy soil on the report of the concerned Mining
Officer. Concerned raiyat shall submit an application to the Mining Officer for
issuance of permit for disposal of the said mineral. The said permission may be
granted for a maximum period of One year for the specified quantity after advance
payment of applicable royalty to the government and other taxes and obtaining all
prevailing statutory clearances. 5 (Five) working days is fixed as time limit for
this.

Rule 38 (6) shall be substituted as follows:-

38 (6) —If the brick earth remover / brick kiln owner fails to submit the required
Environmental Clearance from the competent authority as notified by MoEF& CC
and / or the required Emission Consent Order from the Bihar State Pollution
Control Board (BSPCB), the Competent Officer/ Regional Officer, Bihar State
Pollution Control Board/ Sub Divisional Officer/ Circle Officer shall stop the
business and report the matter to competent authority as notified by MoEF & CC/
BSPCB for initiating penal provisions for violation of rules..

Rule 39(1) shall be substituted as follows:

Rule 39 (1) Every person who carried business of minor/major mineral beyond
any lease hold area shall obtain a stockist license from the Mining Officer in Form
“K” which shall be displayed at a conspicuous place of business and shall
maintained proper accounts of purchase and sale of all such minerals in a register
in form-H which shall be produced before the Mines Commissioner, Director of
Mines, Additional Director of Mines and Deputy Director, Mines or Mining
Officer or any other officer authorized by the State Government, for inspection.
The fee/required condition for obtaining the license according to the size of the
business shall be as follows-

(@) Small Businessmen- For maximum storage of 25,000 (Twenty Five
Thousand) cubic feet of minor minerals at the storage license site,on
payment of an application fee of Rs. 5,000 (Rs. Five Thousand), license can
be obtained for One calendar year, which can be renewed every year on
payment of an application fee of Rs. 5,000/- (Rs. Five Thousand). In case
such license holder installs CCTV cameras at the storage site, the license
can be obtained at one go for five years on payment of application fee of Rs
20,000/- (Rs. Twenty Thousand).



21

e TIote (sramamT), 4 fea=T 2024 7

15.

16.

17.

(b)

(©)

(d)

Medium Businessmen- For storage of 25,000 (Twenty Five Thousand)
cubic feet to 1,00,000 (One Lakh) cubic feet of minor mineral at storage
license site, on payment of an application fee of Rs. 50,000 (Rs. Fifty
Thousand), license can be obtained for Five years. It will be mandatory for
such licensee to install CCTV camera, his own Weighbridge or joint
Weighbridge at the storage place. Such licensee may use public
weighbridge, but it will be mandatory for that weighbridge to have CCTV
camera installed (integrated with Department).

Large Businessmen- For storage of minor minerals from 1,00,000 (One
Lakh) cubic feet to 10,00,000 (Ten Lakh) cubic feet, on payment of
application fee of Rs 2,00,000/- (Rs. Ten Lakh) ) storage license can be
obtained for five years. It will be mandatory for such licensee to install
Weighbridge and CCTV cameras at the storage place.

All installed weighbridge and CCTV cameras shall be mandatorily
integrated with the departmental portal

After Rule 41, a new second proviso shall be added as follows: -

Provided that it will be mandatory for all vehicles carrying minor minerals from
other states to have Transit Pass (TP).The regulatory fee for this will be determined
by the department.

Rule-44 shall be substituted as follows-

Rule 44: Restrictions on vehicles carrying minerals-(i) The State Government
may impose reasonable restrictions on vehicles carrying any minor mineral and
may require them to adhere to certain specifications.

(i)

(iii)
(iv)

The State Government may require installation of GPS or such other device
in transport vehicles as may be necessary and give such directions as it may
consider appropriate.

The State Government shall make mandatory to specific colour and words
mandatory for the identification of vehicles used in mineral transportation.
Transportation of minerals through waterways shall be carried out as per
The Bihar Ferry ghat Settlement and Management Act, 2023 and rules
promulgated under this Act.

Sub-rule (1) and sub-rule (2) of rule 56 will be substituted as follows:-
56- Illegal mining, transportation and storage of minerals-
(1) (1) No person shall extract or remove or undertake any mining operation in any

area without holding any mineral concession, permit or any other
permission granted or permitted under these rules.

(i1) No person shall transport or store any mineral without a valid challan. Also,

minerals will not be transported by unrealistic, unregistered and non-
commercial vehicles.

(2)(1) For violation of the above, penalty shall be imposed under Section 21 (1) of

the Act.

(i) Where complainant is the District Mining Officer or Assistant Director or

Mine Inspector, after the written permission of the Collector, he may either
before or after the institution of the prosecution, compound the offence of
violation above sub-rule (1) (ii)on payment of cost of mineral and
compound fee as mentioned below:-

SI. . . Compound fee
No. Vehicles/equipment (in Rs.)

1 tractor and trolley 1,00,000/-

2 | Matador/Half Truck 407, 408 2,50,000/-

230
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18.

SI. . . Compound fee
No. Vehicles/equipment (in Rs.)

3 Full Body Trucks/Vehicles (06 Wheel) 4,00,000/-

4 | Dumper (Hydraulic 06 wheel) / 10 and 8,00,000/-
above

5 Crane, boat, excavator, loader, power 10,00,000/-
hammer, compressor, drilling machine
and other equipment/machines of
similar capacity.

(i11) If the complainant is a Deputy Director or Additional Director or Director

of Mines or any other official authorized by the Government may, exercise
the power of compounding only after the permission of the Mines
Commissioner.

(iv) Compounding fee mentioned in the table, twenty-five times of the royalty

(vi)

(vi)

may be imposed from the violator in lieu of the cost of the mineral,
compensation for environmental damage and tax payable for acquiring land
without legal rights.

Provided that in case of vehicles/machines other than the
vehicles/machines mentioned above, the compounding fee along with the
mineral cost will not be less than twenty five thousand rupees.

In case of transportation with valid challan, when the quantity of mineral
loaded in the vehicle is more than the quantity mentioned in the challan by
5 percent, then the authorized officer may be able to recover the mineral
price only for the difference quantity as per sub-rule-2 (iv). .

In case of storage of quantity different from the valid challan, in addition to
the mineral cost as per sub-rule 2 (iv), a penalty of Rs 5,00,000/- (Five
Lakh) may be imposed. In case of transportation, the assessment of
quantity shall be determined only with Weighbridge and in case of storage,
it shall be determined only through Drone/Total station/The odolite etc.

Rule-57 shall be substituted as follows:-
Seigniorage Fees in Government Projects-

(1)

2)

)

The contractor of Government Works Department shall submit challan/permit
related to transportation of minor minerals for his scheme and project to
concerned Works Department.

If the contractor of the Government Works Department failed to

submit a valid challan/permit for the minor minerals used for the schemes
and projects to the concerned Works Department, the mineral cost under Rule
56 (2) (iv) shall be deducted from suppliers/contractors and deposited in the
concerned Mining Head.
All Government Departments will deduct Seigniorage Fee from their
suppliers or contractors for using any minor mineral purchased from within
the State or outside the State. Such Seigniorage Fee shall be at a flat rate of
10 (ten) percent of the mineral value involved in the estimate and shall be
deducted by the Works Department from their supplier/ works contractors
and deposited in the respective mining head.

The State Government by notification, may increase or decrease the
Seiniorage Fee from time to time..

Royalty will not be payable on minor minerals supplied from other states.
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19.

Paragraph 6 of Part-IX General Provisions of Form-B will be substituted as
Jfollows:-

Part-IX General Provisions of Form-B Paragraph-6 The lessee having first paid
and discharged the rents and royalties payable by virtue of these presents may at
the expiration or sooner determination of the said term or within six calendar
months thereafter take down and remove for his own benefit all or any machinery,
plant, building, minerals excavate/ produced/crushed during the lease period and
other works erections and conveniences which may have been erected, set up on
placed by the lessee in or upon the said lands.

Provided that the excavated/produced/crushed minor minerals shall be
removed from the lease area within a maximum of 60 days and as per requirement,
after obtaining storage license under Rule 39, the minerals shall be removed from
the lease area and stored at the licensed site.

By order of the Governor of Bihar,
Narmdeshwar Lal,
Principal Secretary to the Government.

srefteres, AfAdTery qSuned,
fagR, e g1 ywIfAd vd giaa|
fIgR TTote (3rATeTRuT) 1146-571+10-Sr0todiol
Website: http://egazette.bih.nic.in
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District Mining Office, Buxar ' i

SI | District ~ Action Taken Report |
No. ‘
06 fIR have .befan registered within a Financial year 2023-24 and 03 FIR
registered within a Financial year 2024-25 as per enforcement and
monitoring Guidelines for sand mining (EMGSM-2020) and sustainable
Management Guidelines, 2016. In Buxar district 45 Sand ghats is being
proposed for auction out of which settlement has not been done for any
sand ghat.
FY-2023-24
01 | BUXAR |[SI | No. of | No.of FIR | No. of | Mineral | Mineral Total Fine | Remarks
no. Raids Lodged Vehicle | Quantity | Quantity collected (in
seized | (sand) (stone) lakh) |
01 959 20 346 214225 | 7800 605.84 ,'
FY-2024-25
SI No. of | No. of FIR | No. of | Mineral | Mineral Total Fine | Remrks
no. Raids Lodged Vehicle | Quantity | Quantity collected (in
seized (sand) (stone) lakh)
01 1046 09 288 76731 2650 403.39
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District Mining Office, Buxar
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Action Taken Report
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24 and 03 FIR have been registered within a Financial
year 2024-25 as per enforcement
sand mining (EMGSM-2020)
Sustainable Management Guidelines, 2016. In Buxar
district, 45 Sand ghats are being proposed for auction, out
of which settlement has not been done for any sand ghat.
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STelT @99 prateld, gen |

(@ wo— 13, 14 U9 15 Fifore S, dRes uee vel, JeA—01)
Email ID- admpatnallll@gmail.com

UHiH—.... tbS. . /ue feti—.. 2./ .4 [ 240
YN,
G oT faerT ueTidar)
gcHT |
T ¥,
MR e,
W UG e g9,
f98R, gesr|
fowa— A NGT, A8 feell §RT 0ANo- 1184 /2024 § feh— 03.01.2025 FT
qIRd 3MSTT P Hee # |
UAT— IR u=lih— 818 / THO, UeT, ﬁ?ﬂ"aﬁ— 11.02.2025
ERINEE

Sy fawas urifiTe T3 W W qder el § fo femia— o2.

09.2024 BT YPHIRAT W Bihar Rampant illegal Sand Mining Threatens Gangetic River Dolphins in

Ganga Tributaries” ¥ S OANo- 1184 /2024 H faHid— 03.01.2025 @I Irm'ﬁha NGT, F%
faoell gRT UIRT 1< @ eﬂjma—rr giede 749 gaR 8-

Details of action Taken against illegal mining, Transportatation and Storage within two year are as Follows:—
0 | facha o | BToART | greifie] | ofw arest | @fiet @ | o qvs | aigled
®H e AT qe H el
(g war #H)
1 2023-24 734 306 1501 1049215 1838.93 .
2 2024-25 1106 270 1022 , 643371 937.84
AR Eel {Hid |

=

5025
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District Mining Office, Vaishali

District

Department

Action Taken Report

SI No

Vaishali

Mines & Geology
Department

Currently Bihar Minerals (Concession, Prevention of illegal mining, Transportation and Storage) Rules 2019, as Amended Rules
2024 is effective.

District level mining task force meet once in every month. The District Level Mining Task Force ensure implementation of the
rules and shall monitor the excavation, trade and availability of minor minerals in the district. In addition to the above, it ensure
that no illegal mining, illegal transportation, over loading, and black marketing of minor mineral/Sand is carried on.

The Distrit Survey Report (DSR) of Vaishali for river sand has been prepared as per sustainable sand mining guidelines (SSMG)
2016 and Enforcement & Monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining (EMGSM) 2020. The DSR of Vaishali is approved by State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Bihar (SEIAA). At Present Seven Sand Ghat is e-auctioned and legal process is carried
out before operation of the sand ghat.

All provisions & guidelines of district survey report, and above rules shall be implemented from time to time.

FY- 2024-25
Total Fine
N N hicl Mi |
SI No No Of Raids o ol = Of,ve i llnera Collected ( In Remarks
Lodged seized Quantity (Sand ) Lakh)
1 1486 39 156 37909 209.05

6310412y
Mineral Development Officer,
Vaishali
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District Mining Office, Samastipur. .

Sl No

District

Department

Action Taken Report

Samastipur

Mines & Geology
Department

Currently Bihar Minerals (Concession, Prevention of illegal mining, Transportation and Storage) Rules 2019, as Amended Rules
2024 is effective.
District level mining task force meet once in every month. The District Level Mining Task Force ensure implementation of the
rules and shall monitor the excavation, trade and availability of minor minerals in the district. In addition to the above, it ensure
that no illegal mining, illegal transportation, over loading, and black marketing of minor mineral/Sand is carried on.
The Distrit Survey Report (DSR) of Samastipur for river sand has been prepared as per sustainable sand mining guidelines
(SSMG) 2016 and Enforcement & Monitoring Guidelines for Sand Mining (EMGS5M) 2020. The DSR of Samastipur is approved by
State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Bihar (SEIAA). At Present Seven Sand Ghat is e-auctioned and legal process is
carried out before operation of the sand ghat.
All provisions & guidelines of district survey report, and above rules shall be implemented from time to time.
Ackion taken®

FY- 2024-25

Total Fine
Noof Fir | Noof vehicle |  Mineral Collected ( In —

Wi R L seized | Quantity (sand)| “*' 1

1 507 19 108 21574.57 78.47

e

Mingral Development Officer,

@11 95 w3
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District Mining Office, Lakhisarai,

47

SI No| District Department Action Taken Report
01 Case (FIR) registered within a financial year- 2024-25 as per enforeement and
monitoring Guidelines, for sand mining (EMGSM-2020) and Sustainable management
Guidelines, 2016, in Lakhisarai district, No Sand ghats is being proposed for
auction/settlement related to Ganga river. Details of action taken against illegal mining,
Transportation and Storage within one year are as follows:-
FY- 2023-24
Mines & Geology o - e
0,0 mnera ot rine
1 | Lakhisarai Di[s);?;rtﬁ;r&g S1 No. I;Z;;Sf NE'OZ;:;R V‘c!Ticle Quantity (sand | collected (in | Remarks
Office. Lakhisaa; seized and Graves) Lakh)
1 656 65 636 173665 687.28
FY- 2024-25
No. of Mineral Total Fine
S1 No. I;:igsf NE;)EESR Vehicle | Quantity (sand | collected (in Remarks
seized and Graves) Lakh)
1 974 137 285 70713 348.82

District Minfing Office,

[Lakhigarai.
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District Mining ofﬁce. Munger.
SI.No. | District Department Action Taken Report - ) _ _ _ - - _' :
In Munger district 05 cases (FIR) have been registered during financial year-
2024-25 as per Enforcement and Monitoring Guidelines, for Sand Mining |
(EMGSM-2020) and Sustainable Management Guidelines, 2016. No Sand ghat
has been auctioned in Ganga river in Munger district. Details of action taken |
against illegal mining, transportation and storage during last one year are as
follows:- |
: FY-2023-24
Mines & Geology Minaral | - ‘|
01 V — Department, No of No. of | No. of Quanti - Total fine
S| District Mining office, | Sl.No. ; FIR | vehicle v collected (in | Remarks |
Raids . (Sand and | |
Munger lodged | seized G Lakh) |
raves) ]
01 318 22 255 82350 32377 | ]
FY-2024-25 -
No of No. of | No. of gfl 1;1;1;1 Total fine |
SLNo. | 0 FIR | vehicle ¥ | collected (in | Remarks
raids ; (Sand and |
lodged seized Lakh)
Graves) B |
) 909 90 208 111683 281.91
_ e a2
[QLMLW\., 3chﬂb

Mineral Develgp:-?ent Officer. U

Munger

|
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District Mining Office Bhagalpur

SI No District

Department

Action Taken Report

1 Bhagalpur

Mines & Geology Department
District Mining Office, Bhagalpur

04 Cases (FIR) registered within a financial year- 2023-24 and 02 cases (F.IR)
24-25As per enforcement and monitoring

i ithi inancial year 20
registere vl 2 fEancia 020) and Sustainable management

idelines for Sand Mining (EMGSM-2
Guidelines for San g ( <trict out of approved 30 sand ghats (09

Guidelines, 2016, in Bhagalpur di >
units), 15 sand ghats (04 units) have been settled and remaining settlement of

15 sand ghats (5 units) are being in process. Details of action taken against
illegal mining, Transportation and Storage within one year are as follows:-

FY-2023-24
SINO No of Raids No of FIR | No of | Mineral Total Fine | Remarks
Lodged vehicle Quantity collected
seized (sand and | (in Lakh)
Graves)
1 1826 105 1075 209784 1401.4

| FY-2024-25
|1 [ 1116 | 89 685 164810 | 855.00

No Sand ghats is being proposed for auction/settlement related to Ganga river.
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District Minin‘g Office,
Bhagalpur




THT— MR 9Aid—1393 / THO, UeHI, f&ih—06.03.2025

. Wﬁwmﬁmwzﬁﬂﬁaﬁm%%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ—ozngzomaﬁ
YHIRId @ex - “Bihar Rampant lllegal Sand Mining Threatens Gangetic River Dolphins
in Gaga Tributaries” ¥ Wafd O.A No. 1184/2024 ¥ f&-i®—03.01.2025 BT U
ey ¥ fAWIT @1 gRiard) Ho—06 IR AT & UG AW H Reply SRR &9 & HaH
3§ yREfed far orar & 6 sfeer Rar siafa 17, el U9 #emer a4 @ fFR |
qBS gTc] BT S 8 PIg 4l dIcqEe District Survey Report (DSR) ¥ 3f&bia =&l |
JegeraT § TS SigHed WNId WAt gRT Ay T, URaed Td Werw @ fieg
Frafid o & Brom @1 St 71 W @ feiria sl Rer wfer (@
aﬁa'w,qﬁagﬂ@#@mﬁmw)ﬁmmﬁzmgamwmazm%w '
YRIS & TEq Y TGS B faog SRaS 3 W ,

GBI CRIE R LG




55

264
[N
fSTelT @91 DRI, HfcsR
HAE™ NGT, -8 faeell §IRT 0.A. No.-1184/2024 ¥ fe-i® 03.01.2025 &I UIRT AT & Hael |
fa<ig aqd BIUART &1 | graAffar a1 G ol Gl o $l <vs | IRgferT
T KR Al B Gfrer a1 Il
RS AT (CFT) iR ERRE
(e ®)
2023—24 474 04 199 71752 259.78
2024—25 513 04 212 55348 323.70
g0/ —
@i faer g,
__'\qg_
el dara o 9=KItaR], Bieer|
sraie—A G0 /w0, Reto—2.2/4 ¢, /15
gffefr— PRye, @M U9 qad am, fQER, 9er @1 |rex gaemef afyq)



	Index
	Reply on behalf of Respondent No. 6,Department of Mines and Geology,Government of Bihar along with supporting affidavit.---------1-14
	Annexure R-6/1: A web copy of the State Gazette Notification dated 03.12.2024---------15-23
	Annexure R-6/2: Copies of the respective reports pertaining to the above-cited 12 districts.-------24-55


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

